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JusnltB 5. Dilley 
\.ol'lver Liolt. W. Va. 

l'o oehont.n8 County 
Chhpter 6 ~ellg1on 

TH..i=; IlA "~AR~NE CHUR CH ] n POCAHOII'l'AS 

The Naxarone ohurch in this oOW1t~ had i ts begiun1ng 

a t hoodro\\'. ".rhe r e t'''as aome co!11us l on in the .uethod.ist cburch 

at that place and s ome or the pe ople '''rote to }(entucky for 

t he l~ a zarenes to send them a preacher. li"hey Be ut !Jis,": .r;lBie 

Llart1n BDel 1.1 iS8 !tose Dewitt who held. a revi'"';"el in an old 

ferm house. After ·"the revi VB I olosed . ::iupt . J .. H. Uontgotr.erl' 

ceme to noodrow and received fifteen members Into the ohurch . 

.out f or ebou·,,; two years tbey continued to use the old 1'6.rm 

h.Juse a :: a p l Rce or worship, but under tbe pas torate 01' ule8 

Ruth Coleman, their first pastor, the olel school house V"flB 

bought and c onverted i nto B church . n.ec ords shol'9 that this 

school hous e had be en s old by the board of ~ducntlon to 

i", 11 . White and ~lla \'"hite on I~oV . 20 , 1925, who in turn aold 

it to .LlIoyd °vanReenan. Then on l~OV . 27. 19 25 , .Lloyd Bud 

.Leanne. ~BnRe enan sold it to the church of the Nazorenee :tor 

olil200. cash in hand. It was made int ) a churcb and "\":89 dedicated 

in 1'.1 26. This church is non frec 01' debt. but there is only 

a ,"ery sr:lall clas s of members . The dedicatory sermon wos 

preached by one of their preachers f=om Kentucky. 

:1'he old charter membe r s ,vere Mrs, aorris j.'r1el, iolre. }lrenk. 

J orda n, Emmett ua lford, Mrs . ~~ett Galford. James towler, 

Annie FOwler , .Noah io\· .. ler, lt e ss ie Fovder. !.irs • .l"r8nCee walford, 

Summers ~alford. J. Arbogas t. ~8r8h Arbogast. Yar~ Arbogast 

and L. Fowler . Some of these hilT. died Slid. soms hs"e mOTed 

srl/.y. 'ilhst fev! members remain in t':e or.urch are 101&1 to their 

bellAfs and see thst there ire serTiee. sTer1 Sund.1. 
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~'h e l.iar11nton .Naz nre ne cburoh V/SS organized by 

preaohers i':rl)m the h'o Jd r ow ch ur oh and s ince that time they 

hEn' " both been serve d by the s a me pO RtOr. d e preaches at 

.tJarllnton 111 the f oreno on. at Y{o '">dro\'1 in the af terno on and 

back to Mar l i n t on f~r n ~ght servi ce s. 

:.1'h e p r e sent class l oad e r and Supt. 1s l!!mmett Ga lford. 

The teachers a r e l ' r s . l d ... ';'or rie J!r l el . ::.rs . i'rank J orden a n 

Azal e a t:alford. The r e 1 8 only one S t ell'ord aud that is Lmmett 

Ge l for ct . tie has a l wa ys be en ODe of the main worker s • 

i!'rsn.k. !~azar e ne Chur ch 

:.L'be church at !C'rank had 1 ts beginni ng wi th a .k'ra~er 

Dand wb o he ld c ottage prayer me e ting s. 'l'h l s band had been 

organ i z ed by !'te v. b oo \"I . Murph e y of t he Marlinton church . ",h I) 

came t o ~rank aDd beld a revlva~ in August of l Y30 . 

l"or six year s the home of" tirO' aud l.lrS O' Janes Morton 

wa s used as a p la ce of worship .. ~hey bad l)ought t he 014 Bchool 

house and bad not ye t part i tioned it i n t o r ooms . 60 they had 

a l a rge room well sm.i t ed to a cc om.r:lodate t h e crowd . 'l'hey would 

I b eds and ~ove them out so as to have plen t y of 

epple have s a crificed much for their faith and 

ug t he most l oyal and hard vlorking meobers. ','hi e 

f Nazarenes began to pray for B ~l .urch. so in 193f 

a nce to buy a building i n ~he deRer~e~ lumber 

od . 

llding had been erected at :lBywood b~' the "am 

and wae ca lled Union Hall . It waa never ded10etee 

ut \'lOS use d for that purpose from 11116 to 1120 

erians wi th :l ev. l' red n. Grer 88 their peBtor • 
• 



, 
• 

'. ' 

.. hen the l umbe r Oompa ny had. 
I Completod thei r Op ora tions 1n t h 1E 

t.own and "" ere rendy to mova 
OUt they Bo l d thi s buildi ng to JtI, 7» , \\i dney of Durbin h 

W 0 in tur 
n Bold it to t h e Ha ze re neB 

a t ~Iramk:. on e mile from D~bi 
n . 

... hich 
:l'h • .ttooabont s s 11aUDing 

Company 
the chur ch and tho 

pars onag e are deed bas 

upon 

b e en gi ven. I t T~es built 

gave t he land 

kWbut bo 

dur i n g the p as t orate of rteT. J . Roger 
J!or r i s. and wa s d d1 I 

. e c ate d on liay 24 , 1 9 36. 'l 'he d e dicatory 
s ermon was pre a che d by H: r 

OT . ,.,. T. lIell e . District Supt. from 
Sci ence Hi ll, Ky. 

~'he charte r members were: Jatlee Morton. LlrS . James 

Uort on , Ure. Ar nell, ~aye "ur d ., ner. ,l!; 1 th Terry. Paul \,lhi te, 

l:i essi e '(.n i t e, June Cte" t D 
u .... ar t e ssie ~ te\:6 rt, ~lmer Y;11fong. 

Mabel hilfong and Mrs, Hedrick:. 

llinis t ers who have s e r ved this church BrB as follows: 

L. ~ . Cobb, O . ~. She l ton, J . ~oger Morris . Fred Harvey. 

and the present Ones A. H . Sm1 th and J.\rs. Smith, both of them 

are pre a chere . 

e li ote-- lbese Smith cnme down to Clover Lick in August 

en d held a revival. 'lbey have COlOe each rlednesday liight since 

t hen and held prayer meeting.) 

At the present there are 37 members in the Erank 
~ 

chur ch with James Uorton, Urs -ames ~orton. ~rs . ~l14e 8tmmoae 

and family ; "'re. )jrady Wilfong and Daug-hter; I'aye B1l!'DII1'. 

J.Ir. and loIrs , Jienry Brown, Iilrs . ll. J. 1400re an4 faal17. 

~otter. Uyrtle Potter, Mrs . ll. Hall Rn4 Una Bar'l., .. 
msin churoh workers. 

:!'bere \'IRS an an rage of 88 1Ja tile 
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14 menbera I a JUll1 or ~ j 

Oc e t, With 15 membors 
"oreign lJisSionory :lOuie t. Wi t h • 

oT 14 members. 
nnd a tlomana 

Tho presen t "t 
o e war ds fi n d True tees ore . 

u LlrB. ttobert Wagner . Willi am 1 

ll . J . L!oore. 
ucky. James Morton. jj Il 

e nry r own and 

One re a son thie h 
c ur ch has bUilt Up~ to ita prese nt 

strength i s becaus e th n 
'" MethOdists at uurb lh h Sl "e ' 11ee11 a gainst 

t hem . This ar ~Used ma ny of the pe ople of , 'rank to witdraw 

entirely fr om t he Methodi~t chUrch a nd t o J oin t he Na zarenes. 

~ome be l i eve if the Methodists ha d been more t olerent there 

WO uld ne ver have been a chur ch bUilt. 

'rhe Revs. A. H. Smith tell me that the Na za rene 

Ch urch i8 f ounded on the old prinCiples anCl d o c tr ine s of 

Ale th odi s tism as founded by John rl esley. hollnesa. a nd 

Sa nctification. fihen the L!ethodist "hurch began to get away 

from this doctrine. those member s who still belie~e d in it 

f ormed into a band and called themselves flazarenee. If this 

is true then t he ~azarene church 1s not hing more than old 

time J.le thad j s ts. 
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